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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3168

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Goodman, Kagi, Walsh, Haler, Roberts, Pettigrew, Hi nkle, Sullivan,
Kessler, Geen, Hudgins, Darneille, Mlintire, Liias, Kelley, Kenney,
Hanki ns, Nel son, Santos, and O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of the Wshington head start
program addi ng new sections to chapter 43.215 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The state is commtted to providing early |earning services to
all eligible economcally disadvantaged fam i es;

(b) Research has denonstrated that conprehensive services,
including famly support services designed to neet the early education
needs of |owincone and at-risk children, are successful in inproving
school readiness, reducing the risk of juvenile delinquency and
i ncarceration, and reducing reliance on public assistance anpbng these
children later in life;

(c) The state's early childhood education and assistance program
was originally established to serve as the state counterpart to the
federal head start program \Wen it was created, it aligned with the
federal programin both standards and funding | evels;

(d) The state early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program has
served an inportant role in providing conprehensive services to |ow
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i ncone children. However, since it was first created, per-child
funding levels for the state program have not kept pace with funding
| evels for the federal program This has resulted in fewer service
hours for children and |l ess intensive services for famlies;

(e) Aligning performance standards and funding levels for the state
early childhood education and assistance program with federal head
start will inprove the quality of state-supported early |earning
pr ogr ans. Additionally, it wll inprove school readiness through
measures, such as a forty percent increase in class tinme, and it wll
achieve admnistrative efficiencies and nmake state-supported services
nore easily recognizable and accessible to parents and famlies
eligible for these prograns; and

(f) Providing quality early learning services for children from
birth to age three is the nost cost-effective investnent society can
make. Additionally, the state can use the denonstrated results from
the federal early head start program as an exanple to expand its reach
of services already provided to three and four-year old children to
children in the critical birth to three years age category.

(2) Therefore, it is the goal of the legislature to establish the
Washi ngton head start program to ensure that early |earning services
continuously inprove and to align the state early chil dhood education
and assi stance programw th the federal head start and early head start
prograns by the year 2010. There should then be one integrated
Washi ngton head start programi npl enented statew de, supported by both
state and federal funds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent shall develop a plan to
i npl ement a statew de Washington head start program To the extent
possi ble while maintaining quality standards, the program should align
the state early chil dhood education and assi stance programw th federal
head start program eligibility criteria, guidelines, performance
st andards, and net hods/ processes for ensuring continuous inprovenent in
program quality. In this plan, the departnent shall make
recommendati ons that:

(a) ldentify federal head start program guidelines, perfornance
measures and standards, or other requirenents for which state
flexibility would be recommended. This shall include an analysis of
how state flexibility may inpact outconmes for children and how that
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flexibility mght deviate from outcones associated with the federa
standards. Areas to be exam ned mnmust include, but are not limted to,
transportation requirenents, service hour configurations, delivery
met hods, and inpact on rural prograns;

(b) Identify any change in the state early chil dhood educati on and
assistance program laws that would be required to inplenent a
Washi ngt on head start program

(c) ldentify additional resources needed to neet federal guidelines
and standards. Areas to be exam ned nust include, but are not limted
to: Per-child funding |evels, professional devel opnment and training
needs, facilities needs, and technical assistance;

(d) Ildentify state wearly childhood education and assistance
progranms that offer full-day, full-year services to children, and what
steps need to be taken to transition these prograns into a Washi ngton
head start program

(e) To the extent that state funds are provided for this purpose,
identify and report on the inplenentation of state-supported pilot
prograns nodeled on the federal early head start pr ogr am
Recomendati ons nmust include a tineline, strategy, and funding needs to
i npl ement a statew de, state-supported early head start program that
wll be a part of the Washington head start program and

(f) Provide a process for the departnent to work the regional
office of federal head start to identify any exceptions or waivers
needed to provide flexibility and maintain high quality standards.

(2) In developing its recomendations for this plan, the departnent
shal | seek, where appropriate and available, training or technica
assi stance fromthe appropriate regional office of federal head start
in order to maxim ze nonstate resources that m ght be available for the
consultative work and research involved with developing this plan. The
departnent al so shall consult with and solicit input from

(a) State early childhood education and assistance program
providers on Indian reservations and across the state, including
provi ders who operate solely state-supported prograns;

(b) Tribal governnents operating head start prograns and early head
start prograns in the state to ensure that the needs of Indian and
Al askan native children and their famlies are incorporated into the
recommendati ons of the plan, especially as they pertain to standards or
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gui del i nes around | anguage acqui sition, school readiness, availability
and need for services anong Indian and Al askan native children and
their famlies, and curricul um devel opnent; and

(c) Providers operating mgrant and seasonal head start prograns in
the state in order to address the needs of the children of m grant and
seasonal farmworker famlies.

(3) The departnent shall make recommendations on how to
periodically review the standards and gui delines of the Washi ngton head
start program including how to incorporate the |atest research and
information on early childhood developnent as well as any new
i nnovations that may further inprove outconmes to |owincone children
and their famlies.

(4) The departnent shall deliver its report to the governor and
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act are each added
to chapter 43.215 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2008, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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